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COLLEGEBOARD.COM

www.collegeboard.com
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/index.html?studentCollege Board Tests
SAT® PSAT/NMSQT®
AP®, CLEP®
Plan for College
My College QuickStart™
Seniors, Juniors
Sophomores
Find a College
College Search
Compare Colleges
Careers and Majors
Apply to College
Application Calendar
College Essays
College Guide
Pay for College
Scholarship Search
CSS/PROFILE®
Education Loans
FAFSA – FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

www.fafsa.ed.gov
FAFSA Deadlines:

Submit 2008-2009 FAFSA on the Web Applications by midnight Central Daylight time, June 30, 2009. 

Submit 2009-2010 FAFSA on the Web Applications by midnight Central Daylight time, June 30, 2010. More» 

State deadlines are normally much earlier than Federal deadlines. To find your state's deadline, select state deadlines. 



Get organized!
To simplify the application process, gather required documents and other information ahead of time.

· Determine Your Dependency Status 

· FAFSA on the Web Worksheet 

· Search for School Codes 

· Students & Parents Apply For a PIN 

· Check Application Deadline Dates 



Fill out the application!
The FAFSA contains questions that ask about you, your financial information, your school plans, and more. 

· Fill Out Your FAFSA 

· Open Your Saved FAFSA or Correction Application 

· Sign Electronically With Your PIN 



View your results online! 
You can check the status of your application, make corrections to a processed FAFSA, and get other information. 

· Check Status of a Submitted FAFSA or Print Signature Page 

· Make Corrections to a Processed FAFSA 

· Add or Delete a School Code 

· View and Print Your Student Aid Report 

 FINDAID.ORG

www.finaid.org
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Search for scholarships that match your profile! (But beware of scholarship scams.)
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Don't know a PLUS from a Perkins or a Stafford? Look here for information about student loans.
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Prepaid tuition and section 529 college savings plans. Which is the best way to save?
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From ROTC to military aid for veterans and recruits, find a job and money for your future.


Want step-by-step advice?
Get FastWeb College Gold. 
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	Find everything from grants to graduate school fellowships and education tax benefits to tuition payment plans. 



Paperwork demystified -- find forms and instructions here. Tips on filling out the FAFSA and maximizing eligibility. 



'Ask the Aid Advisor' for personalized help. Read the financial aid FAQ and glossary for other answers. 



Dozens of tools for calculating college costs, loan payments, savings, and the expected family contribution (EFC). 



Get online info about testing, college admissions and jobs.
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for college?
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Use FastWeb's
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Sponsor of FinAid.org
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College Admissions
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JOB CORPS
http://jobcorps.dol.gov
http://jobcorps.dol.gov/about.htm
Job Corps is a no-cost education and vocational training program administered by the U.S. Department of Labor that helps young people ages 16 through 24 get a better job, make more money, and take control of their lives.
At Job Corps, students enroll to learn a trade, earn a high school diploma or GED and get help finding a good job. When you join the program, you will be paid a monthly allowance; the longer you stay with the program, the more your allowance will be. Job Corps provides career counseling and transition support to its students for up to 12 months after they graduate from the program.

Eligibility
To enroll in Job Corps, students must meet the following requirements: 

· Be 16 through 24; 

· Be a U.S. citizen or legal resident; 

· Meet income requirements; and, 

· Be ready, willing, and able to participate fully in an educational environment. 

Funded by the United States Congress, Job Corps has been training young adults for meaningful careers since 1964. Job Corps is committed to offering all students a safe, drug-free environment where they can take advantage of the resources provided.
Apply to Job Corps
If you're interested in joining the Job Corps program or finding out more about it, call (800) 733-JOBS or (800) 733-5627. An operator will provide you with general information about the program, refer you to the admissions counselor closest to where you live and mail you an information packet.

Job Corps Information Brochures
Note: The following PDF files require Adobe Acrobat Reader to be viewed. If you do not have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on your computer, you may go to http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html to download it.

· What Is Job Corps? (496 KB PDF File) 

· Qué es Job Corps? (1,409 KB PDF File) 

· It's Your Future (496 KB PDF File) 

· Alcanza Tu Futuro (777 KB PDF File) 

http://jobcorps.dol.gov/students.htm
What Happens in Job Corps?
	Quick Links
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· Career Services 

· After Graduation 




Life at a Job Corps center can be an exciting and educational experience. A Job Corps center is a great place to complete an education, learn a marketable trade, make lifetime friends and graduate with a good job in hand. Each Job Corps center is unique. They all, however, feature campus-like settings with dormitories where students live.
Student Life Cycle
Job Corps provides its students the guidance and support they need to lead them to long-term employment and success. The student life cycle includes four phases:

1. Outreach and Admissions (OA) 

2. Career Preparation Period (CPP) 

3. Career Development Period (CDP) 

4. Career Transition Period (CTP) 

Outreach and Admissions (OA)
Prospective student understands:

· What Job Corps is about; 

· How Job Corps can help him/her start a career; 

· What learning and working on a Job Corps center will be like; 

· What his/her responsibilities will be as a student; and, 

· What vocational offerings will be available at his/her chosen center. 

Career Preparation Period (CPP):
In the first 60 days with Job Corps:

· Student learns, demonstrates, and practices personal responsibility skills required at the workplace. 

· Student learns, demonstrates, and practices job search skills including computer fluency. 

· Student and staff create a personal career development plan (PCDP). 

· Student and staff commit to the PCDP. 

· Student visits and learns about One Stop centers. 

Career Development Period (CDP)
With the help of center staff and employers, the student learns, demonstrates and practices industry-related:

· Technical and academic skills 

· Interpersonal communication and problem solving skills; and, 

· Social and personal management skills. 

The student then:
· Begins the job search process; and, 

· Prepares for independent living. 

Career Transition Period (CTP)
The former student, now a Job Corps graduate:

· Successfully gets his/her first job; 

· (With the support of the center and other Job Corps service providers) is able to find living accommodations, transportation and family support resources needed to continue working; 

· Continues to contact Job Corps service providers to seek their support, if needed; and, 

· Responds to 13-week, 6- and 12-month survey requests. 

ANYCOLLEGE.COM

www.anycollege.com 

Utilize our college and university search tool to discover the school of your dreams based on criteria you select, such as location, school type, degree programs offered, religious affiliation, and available sports programs. Once you find a university (or a few!) that seems like it may offer the education experience you're looking for, use our college information request form to get more detailed information and guide your decision. 

No matter how far along you are in the college and university search process, AnyCollege.com has informative tools to help you with the difficult decisions, and we even offer scholarships to our site visitors multiple times every year! Remember, for all of your college and university search resources, visit AnyCollege.com! 

 

CAREERCRUISING.COM

www.careercruising.com
http://www.careercruising.com/public/pro_index.aspx 

Career Cruising has been designed with one goal in mind: to help your students plan their future. With exceptional assessment tools, detailed occupation profiles and comprehensive post-secondary education information, students move seamlessly through the career exploration and planning process. At the same time, you have access to the real-time information and statistics you need to track your students' progress and achievement. 

Hundreds of detailed occupation profiles can be easily accessed - everything from Actuary to Zoologist - including job descriptions, working conditions, education and training, earnings and job outlook.

With its seamless integration into the career and education planning process, Career Cruising's online portfolio tool leads students effortlessly through the steps of preparing for the world of work. 

Career Advisors and administrators have access to powerful and unique reporting tools designed to measure student progress, track usage and identify intervention opportunities. Advisors can also choose from an array of customization options designed to tailor Career Cruising to meet the needs of their staff and students. Key components of Career Cruising's administrative tools package include the following:
Family Education
http://school.familyeducation.com/college-prep/college-applications/34526.html
Applying to College
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Help your teen whip those college applications into shape. Get tips on writing a great essay, interviewing at colleges, asking for recommendations, and much more. 

  

1. Find out how to avoid seven deadly application mistakes. 

2. These tips will help your kids write a winning college essay. 

3. Learn the right way to ask for recommendations. 

4. Do you know the top ten things colleges look for in a high-school student? 

5. Learn how to prepare for the college interview. 

6. Should your child apply to college early decision? 

7. Find the tips and advice you need to help finance college.

www.school.familyeducation.com
College Preparation
· High School 

· Visiting Colleges 

· Preparing for College 

· Kids in College 

· Paying for College 

· College Search 

COLLEGE ANSWER
www.collegeanswer.com
http://www.collegeanswer.com/applying/content/index.jsp
Once you're logged on, feel free to download any or all of these helpful "going-to-college" materials and print as many as you want!

Handouts
· College Answer Fact Sheet (also in Spanish) 

· Parent Answer Fact Sheet 

· Counselor Resources Fact Sheet 

· Scholarship Tips for Students (also in Spanish) 

· "Going-to-College" Calendar (also in Spanish 

· 8 Steps in the Student Financial Aid Process 

· FAFSA: Just the Facts 

· Free Scholarship Search 

· 5 Steps in Paying for College 

· Comparing Federal Loan Programs 

· Savings Plan Comparison 

Guides
· 8 Money Mistakes You Can't Afford 

· The College Financing Guide: Featuring Sallie Mae's 
1-2-3 Approach to Paying for College 

Checklists
· Before College Fairs 

· College Nights and Fairs 

· School Interview 

· Campus Visit 

· School Application 

· Transferring from a Community College 

· Applying for Financial Aid 

· FAFSA: Finding Tax Information Worksheet 

· Choosing Your Lender 

· Recommended Reading List 

· What to Pack for College 

Knowledge for College Newsletters
· Fall Edition 

· Winter Edition 

HOW TO GET IN.COM

www.howtogetin.com
http://www.howtogetin.com/apply-to-college/
Applying to College

Harvard University rejected a record 91.03% of their applicants in 2007. 

While applying to college isn't that hard, getting in can be, especially if you are trying to get into a competitive school. The first thing we want to mention here is that you should pick a range of colleges that are likely to admit you and with which you'd be comfortable attending. This means being honest with yourself and doing your homework when conducting your search. This will help you avoid lots of stress. 

A Harvard education is a fine education but in the end your character, work ethic and desire to achieve is going to be far more important. If you're ready to explore how to apply to college, we'll cover the items you need to know and provide some insightful tips and resources to help. Let's get started. 

Getting Applications
OK, so now you've completed your college search and have your list of colleges ready, you should first check to see if they work with The Common Application, a not-for-profit organization that serves students and member institutions by providing an admission application (online and in print) that students may submit to any of our nearly 300 schools. 

If you are fortunate enough to have some or all your choices on their list you should download the application forms. 

For schools not working with The Common Application you will need to go to the school's website and request your application materials. Most colleges offer them online! 

Application Dates
You should make a list of all your deadlines and keep them someplace important. Generally, application packets are due before January 1 of the year you want to attend the college. January 1 may be the last date they can be received so you should send them well before. Missing an application deadline automatically means that you've missed your chance to apply. 

If you are trying to apply for an early decision, the deadline is usually November 1. 

Applying for Early Decision
Schools have different criteria for accepting early applicants. Some schools look for GPA, test scores and or specific coursework. You should review the admissions section of your college's website for details. 

Filling out Your Application
Most schools will allow you to apply online which saves you having to worry about loose sheets of paper, white-out and messy handwriting! Fill out your applications at your own pace, and come back as often as you like until you are finished. Your data is encrypted for maximum security, and your private account can be accessed only by you. 

Essays can be uploaded directly into your online application, and each online application you start will contain your profile information so that you don't have to re-enter it each time! You will also be provided a handy checklist to ensure that you are completing each step in the application process. It doesn't get much easier than that! 

If you're doing a paper application, remember neatness counts so you'll want to print or type perfectly 

Test Scores 
Most colleges will need a copy of your scores from the SAT test or ACT test . When taking the test, you can request that they be sent to up to six different colleges. Otherwise, maybe if you're a junior, you can request that their sent closer to when you actually apply to college. As with all your application materials, make sure you allow enough time for your request to be processed and sent. 

Transcripts 
All colleges will want an official copy of your academic transcripts as part of the application package. Most colleges will require that your school send your transcripts directly to their admissions office. To be safe, leave plenty of time for your high school registrar to process your request. 

· Most high schools have their own transcript request forms, but some don't. Find out from your school guidance counselor what your school requires to obtain an official transcript for when you apply to college. 

· Give your high school at least three weeks notice prior to the deadline. This way, you can make sure your transcripts will arrive at your colleges on time. 

· Some colleges also require a Secondary School Report and/or a Seventh Semester Grade Report to track your academic progress during the fall semester. Check to see which colleges want these reports and submit a request to your high school at the same time you submit your request for transcripts. 

· A number of colleges may request that you send a copy of your official transcript along with your application. In that case, simply enclose the sealed envelope with the rest of your application. Do not break the seal on the envelope or your transcripts will not be accepted! 

College Essays
The most time-consuming and difficult part when students apply to college is the essay. The personal essay is usually about 300 to 500 words in length, occasionally longer, depending on the college. 

Here are some college essay tips: 

· Pick a topic that is unique and original. 

· Use dialogue or humorous anecdotes to spice up your essay. Don't just repeat what people said; quote them to bring the essay alive for the reader. 

· Prepare to write a few drafts and if possible sleep on them as you might think differently (and better) tomorrow when you re-read what you've done. This will also help you develop your own voice in your essay and help you organize your thoughts more clearly. 

· Have several people look over your drafts and offer their comments and suggestions. 

· Always check for spelling and grammar. We can't stress this enough! 

Recommendations
Many colleges will require two or three letters of recommendation when you apply. They are looking for letters from high school teachers, coaches, guidance counselors or others who know you in an academic or leadership capacity. Here are some hints: 

· Start early: Approach your potential letter-writers about two months prior to the actual due-date of the letters with your request. Teachers and guidance counselors are usually swamped with term papers and other college application requests toward the end of the fall semester, so allow them plenty of time to address your needs. 

· Choose carefully: When requesting a letter of recommendation, pick someone whom you feel knows you well. 

· Prepare the recommendation letter writer: Give each of your letter-writers one page of information about yourself. This information will help the letter-writer compose a thoughtful and accurate recommendation. Make sure to provide your letter-writers with stamped envelopes addressed to your colleges--don't count on them to take this responsibility! 

· Keep track of the deadlines: Do not hesitate to remind your letter-writers of deadlines. People do forget, and you don't want the admissions office to be waiting for this last piece of your application. Most colleges will not review your application until all parts have been received. 

College Interviews
Most colleges don't require an interview; however, there are many benefits to meeting face-to-face with an admissions officer after you apply to a college. Perhaps you don't think your college application presented the real you or you want to learn more about the school. You might want a chance to explain why your grades slipped or why your test scores were not as good as they could have been. 

Think of the college interview as a chance to show that you're more than just test scores and grades. It's an exchange of information, you learn about the college and the college learns about you. It can last anywhere from 30-60 minutes. It's normal to be nervous but it will help to keep in mind that interviewers are more interested in learning about you than hearing right or wrong answers; otherwise a paper test would have sufficed. Relax, be yourself and it's ok to be nervous. 

To give you an idea of what kind of questions you will be asked, here is a list of common college interview questions. Try to develop answers to these questions for yourself and use them in your mock interviews. 

· Why do you want to attend X university? 

· What is your strongest/weakest point? 

· What have you done to prepare for college? 

· What has been your greatest experience in high school? 

· What do you want to do in the future? 

· Tell me about yourself. (You should focus on about three things.) 

· Tell me about your interests. 

· Tell me about your involvement in extracurricular activities. 

· Tell me about your family. 

· What do you think about (insert a current event of the past week)? 

· What is your favorite book? Who is your favorite author? 

· Which of your accomplishments are you the most proud of? 

· If you could meet any important figure in the past or present, who would it be and what would you talk about? 

CLASSBRAIN.COM

www.classbrain.com 

http://www.classbrain.com/artteensm/publish/cat_index_9.shtml 

Applying to College
College Essay Preparation Tips
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This article contains three parts:
* Step One: Brainstorming
* Step Two: Selecting a Topic
* Step Three: Writing the Essay


Jan 14, 2009, 4:41pm

Applying to College
Tips on Writing the Admissions Essay
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It may be only 500 words, but the admissions essay portion of a college application can mean the difference between acceptance and rejection. How you write your personal essay shows the admissions committee why you are different from everybody else. It provides information about you that test scores, grades, and extracurricular pursuits cannot.
Jan 13, 2009, 4:38pm

Applying to College
Prep for College Calendar
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Are you wondering what you're suppose to do each year that you're in high school to prepare yourself for college? This helpful guide lays everything out for you year by year. This is a must read. [ Read More ]
Apr 15, 2006, 2:01pm

Applying to College
College Guides
Check out these helpful guides that cover what you should ask about your college or University, and which guides are useful in your search. [ Read More ]
Apr 14, 2006, 1:56pm

Applying to College
College Search
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Searching for a particular college or looking for a place to start? Browse through these sites...
Apr 13, 2006, 12:33pm

Applying to College
Application Essay Writing 101
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The course contains six lessons and over 100 pages of content. Each of the lessons should help you with a different portion of the essay.

Apr 6, 2006, 4:34pm

Applying to College
College Admissions Essay Writing Course
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This College Admissions Essay Writing Course contains six lessons and over 100 pages of content. Each of the lessons should help you with a different portion of the essay. 

Apr 6, 2006, 4:02pm

Applying to College
College Admission Essays
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Access thousands of pages of free admissions essay advice from Harvard-educated editors.
Apr 2, 2006, 9:31am

PRINCETON REVIEW

www.princetonreview.com
http://www.princetonreview.com/opinionAdvice.aspx?type=college 

College

· About College

· Top 10 College Majors 

· Choosing a Major 

· College Majors 

· Applying to College

· Safety Schools: Your Plan B 

· Match, Reach and Safety Schools 

· The Letter of Recommendation 

· Tackling Common Essay Questions 

· The College Essay 

· The College Application 

· Waitlisted? 

· Choosing to Apply Early 

· E-mailing Colleges 

· Deferred Enrollment 

· College Admission Guides

· 12th Grade College Admissions Guide 

· 10th Grade College Admissions Guide 

· 11th Grade College Admissions Guide 

· 9th Grade College Admissions Guide 

· Miscellaneous

· Pyschology Majors: Classroom to Career 

· History and Political Science Majors: Classroom to Career 

· Sociology Majors: Classroom to Career 

· English Majors: Classroom to Career 

· Eye on Apply 2009 

· Communications Majors: Classroom to Career 

· Positioning Yourself for Admission to College

· Improving Your ACT or SAT Score 

· SAT Subject Tests 

· The College Interview 

· What Does Your High School Transcript Say About You? 

· What's a Good SAT Score or ACT Score? 

· Your PSAT Score Report 

· High School Graduation Requirements 

· 3 SAT Tips 

· 4 SAT Myths 

· Advanced Placement Classes and Exams 

· Five Tips for Writing a Great SAT Essay 

· Extracurriculars 

· Declaring Before You Arrive 

· Research and Decide

· Researching Campus Safety 

· Is Art School for You? 

· The College Visit 

· The Princeton Review's College Ratings 

· The College Fair 

· Choosing a Historically Black College or University 

· After the College Visit 

· Find Your Best Fit College 

· Guide to College for LGBTQ Students 

· Green Colleges 

· Community College 

· Study Abroad

· Paying for Study Abroad 

· Study Abroad Checklist 

· Choosing a Study Abroad Program 

· Transferring to Another College

· The College Transfer Process 

FASTWEB

http://www.fastweb.com/ 

http://www.fastweb.com/fastweb/resources/section/index/211 

· 10 Rules for All Students Applying to CollegeFollow these 10 rules when applying to college. 

· 20 Rules of the Application RoadGetting through the college application process involves a lot of time and effort, but the results are worth it. Use these tips to get moving on the path to college success. 

· Admissions Interview QuizThink you're prepared for your college interview? Find out by taking our quiz. 

· Admissions: Parent InvolvementWhat part should parents play in the application process? 

· Budget for College AppsBefore you make a single tuition payment you'll have to shell out a few dollars to apply. 

· College Admissions Calendar: 2007-2008 Academic YearGet organized for the college admissions process with this checklist. 

· College Admissions ChecklistGet it all done on time. 

· College Admissions GlossaryLearn the language of college admissions. 

· College Application ChecklistDon't leave anything out. 

· Common College Application MistakesDon't let one silly mistake keep you out of your dream school. 

· Early Decision / Early ActionOptions for when you just can't wait. 

· Five Common Interview Questions (and How to Answer Them)Learn how to answer these common admissions interview questions. 

· Gap Year SavingsGap years are growing increasingly popular. As the economy continues to tank, gap years may become a great money-saving alternative. 

· Get into Graduate SchoolApplicants to graduate school face greater competition than before. Be prepared and your application will stand out. 

· Graduate School Application TimelineA good plan is essential when applying for grad school. 

· Help Your Guidance Counselor Help YouMake the most of your time together. 

· Homeschooling and College AdmissionsTips for a smooth application process. 

· Letters of Recommendation for Your College ApplicationMake sure you come highly recommended. 

· Maximizing Your ApplicationCollege admissions offices receive thousands of applications. Make your application stand out. 

· Q&A: How Many Schools Should Your Student Apply To?How many schools should your child apply to? How do you pick a safety school? An admissions adviser has answers. 

· Reaching and Playing It Safe: Choosing CollegesShould you go for your dream school, even though it may be a long shot? Or should you keep it safe when applying to colleges? Get some advice today that will help you tomorrow. 

· Sample Essay Questions for College AppsPlan your application essays in advance. 

· Six Ways to Bomb an InterviewA tongue-in-cheek look at what not to do during a job, college or scholarship interview. 

· Student Tips: AdmissionsFastWeb users share their advice on college admissions. 

· Ten Tips for Email EtiquetteMake a good impression on admissions officers, scholarship sponsors and more with excellent email etiquette. 

· The Alumni InterviewInterviewing with an alumni could have a big impact on your chances for scoring college acceptance. 

· The Case for (and Against) Early DecisionIs applying early worth it? 

· The College Admissions InterviewMake your best impression. 

· The Common ApplicationSave time; write just one essay. 

· The Dos and Don’ts of Requesting College RecommendationsDo begin early. Don't ask too many people. Learn more dos and don'ts of college recommendations here. 

· The Future of Affirmative Action With the first black president elected and affirmative action programs now defeated in four states, some are wondering the fate of the programs and how they'll be affected. 
· The Online ApplicationA quick and easy way to apply. Here's how to handle an Internet application. 

· Top 10 Tips for AdmissionsSteps for getting into your favorite college. 

· Understanding the Early Decision DebateLearn how early admission could affect you even if you're not applying early. 

· Unlocking the Mystery of College AdmissionExpert tips on applying for college. 

· What Are Colleges Looking For?Your grades and activities aren't the only things colleges are interested in. 
· What to Do if You're Wait-ListedDon't just wait around if you've been wait-listed. Take action to get admitted. 

· What's Ours Is Yours: My FastWebFastWeb doesn't just find scholarships, we keep you organized throughout your scholarship, college, and job/internship search. Find out how to maximize our tools for better results. 

· When Grad School is a Bad Idea: Five Signs You Shouldn't EnrollThere are good reasons to go to grad school and there are bad reasons. Make sure your reasons for enrolling are good. 

· Write a Great College Admissions EssayDon't be intimidated by the admissions essays. Check out these 10 tips. 

· You've Been Rejected: Understanding the Rise in Rejection RatesRejection rates at some schools are reaching record highs. Here's the story behind the numbers.
Ecampustours.COM 

www.ecampustours.com 

http://www.ecampustours.com/collegeplanning/applyingforcollege/whentoapplytocollege.htm
college planning articles 

Applying for College[image: image46.png]


 

· Second Semester Countdown for Seniors 

· High School Students Need a Resume Too 

· Steps to Take When You're Waitlisted 

· How to Handle College Rejection 

· The X Factor in College Admissions 

· A Diverse Definition of Diversity in College Admissions 

· Applying to College: Common, Universal College, and Individual Applications 

· Writing Your College Admissions and Scholarship Essays 

· Is Early Action or Early Decision Right for You? 

· Last Minute Tips to Beef Up Your College Application 

· What Do Colleges Look for in an Applicant? 

· Letters of Recommendation for College Admissions 

· Preparing for and Applying to Grad School 

· Admit Me, Already! Why Haven't I Received a Decision Yet? 

· Preparing for Your College Interview 

· When Should I Apply to College? 

· Auditions and Tryouts on Campus 

Choosing a College[image: image47.png]


 

· Should You Attend a Community College? 

· The Pros and Cons of Attending a Single-Gender College 

· Top Ten Reasons NOT to Choose a College 

· College Selection 

· Before You Enroll in a School 

· The Campus Visit 

· Tips for Visiting College Campuses 

· Pros and Cons of Community Colleges 

· How to Decline Admission 

· Making a Final Decision: Visiting Campuses Post-Acceptance 

· Making the Most of the Campus Visit 

Getting Started[image: image48.png]


 

· Why Go to College? 

· Benefits of Taking a Year Off 

· Tips for First Generation College Students 

· Writing to College Admissions 

· Advice for Adult Students 

· Resources on the Internet 

· Be a Smart College Consumer 

· College Access Programs in Your Community 

· College Planning Timeline: Grades 8-12 

· Going Grad 

· Get to Know Your High School Counselor 

· Types of Postsecondary Schools 

· College Planning Tips for Underclassmen 

· College Fair Tips 

· Transitioning from a Community College to a Four-Year School 

Inside the Classroom[image: image49.png]


 

· Five Reasons to Take Challenging Courses 

· What Does Schoolwork Have to Do With the Real World? 

· Participating in Honors Courses 

· Sharpening Your Writing Skills 

· High School Dual Enrollment 

· Senioritis: Avoiding the Epidemic 

· What Classes Should I Choose for Next Year? 

Outside the Classroom[image: image50.png]


 

· Establishing Homework Strategies 

· Making Your Summer Break Count 

· Tips for Building Your Reading Skills 

· Staying Active Outside the Classroom 

· Planning to Play NCAA Sports? 

Test Taking: SAT, ACT, and More[image: image51.png]


 

· Important Information for ACT: Fee Waivers and Special Testing 

· Think Ahead to Relieve ACT Test-Taking Stress 

· Understanding Your SAT and ACT Score Reports 

· College Board to Improve SAT Scanning 

· Is It Better to Take the ACT or SAT? 

· The Low-Down on College Admissions Tests 

· What You Need to Know about the PSAT 

· The New SAT 

· CLEP Tests 

COLLEGE TOOL KIT
www.collegetoolkit.com
Grants
Grants are financial aid awards which are awarded primarily on the basis of need.

Scholarships
Scholarships are financial aid awarded primarily on the basis of merit or criteria other than need.

Forgiveness and Loan Repayment Programs
What do you call a scholarship you get after college is over and you're paying the bills? Forgiveness or loan repayment programs.

News and Information
News and Information about financial aid that will help you in your education finance quest.

Student loans
Student loans are financial aid which must be repaid.

Tax credits and tax breaks
Tax credits and tax breaks

Student Scholarship Search

Student Scholarship Search provides students and parents with a FREE searchable database of college scholarships and grants. No registration required. Scholarships updated daily. 

As of today, we have 873 links worth $9,626,374,466.00 in scholarship awards for you to choose from! 

Before you apply for student loans, you should definitely search for college scholarships and grants that pertain to your background and skill set. Because unlike student loans, scholarships do not have to be paid back! College scholarships also aren't usually need-based, so anyone can apply (some are, however, so be sure to file your FAFSA).StudentScholarshipSearch.com respects your privacy and allows you to browse our database without registering. Please, though, feel free to register if you want updates emailed to you! 

Featured Scholarships

Featured Scholarships

· Student Loan Network $10,000 Scholarship 

· ScholarshipPoints.com Monthly Scholarship 

· Free College Scholarships $10,000 Scholarship 

· FreeMilitaryScholarships.com $10,000 Scholarship 

· Winning Surveys.com $50,000 Scholarship 

· Universum Employment Survey $1,000 Scholarship 

New Scholarships 

$10,000 Student Loan Network Scholarship
Open to all undergraduate and graduate students, no GPA or other academic requirements. Student Loan Network (www.studentloannetwork.com) has been helping students fund their college educations since 1998.

Easterday Poetry Award
The 11th Annual National High School Poetry Contest is now accepting submissions. This year's scholarship prizes (12) range from $100 to $1000. We also name up to 100 Honorable Mentions and hundreds of Regional and Topical...

University Karlsruhe
M.Sc. Program: KSOP Scholarship Program Facts: - Scholarship of 800 Euro/month for international students - Scholarship of 400 Euro/month for German students - Mandatory Research - Application deadline: July 15 each year The program is divided into four stages, providing...

MoreThanGrades Profile Contest
MTG Contest # 1: General Profile Scholarship Prize: $1000 Scholarship Eligibility: All individuals are eligible once an MTG profile is registered and populated ...

Peterson’s
http://www.petersons.com/ 

http://www.petersons.com/college_home.asp?path=ug.home 
	Just starting out? Get an overview of the process.
· Planning timelines 

· Insider application advice 

· Free Expert Chat 

· Admission essay help 
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HYPERLINK "http://www.petersons.com/ugchannel/code/searches/srchCrit1.asp?path=ug.fas.college"FIND A SCHOOL / PROGRAM
Your education is yours. Find the program that fits your goals.

· Thousands of colleges 

· An interactive search that helps you manage your list 

· Nursing, arts, online, & career searches 
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HYPERLINK "http://www.petersons.com/testprep/default.asp?id=877&path=ug.pft.sat"PREPARE FOR TESTS
Prep & practice for the SAT*, ACT, PSAT/NMSQT*, SAT Subject Tests*, CLEP*, AP*, GED, & PCAT.

· Timed, full-length practice tests 

· Interactive online courses 

· Essay-writing help 

· Proven strategies 

· Test info, dates, and deadlines 
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HYPERLINK "http://www.petersons.com/finaid/file.asp?id=780&path=ug.pfs.financial"PAY FOR SCHOOL
College is expensive, but you can afford it. It just takes planning.

· Nearly $8 billion in scholarships 

· Loan info and advice 

· Expert tips and guidance 

· Expense and savings calculators 

· Unique college bargains 


CollegeView

http://www.collegeview.com/index.jsp
http://www.collegeview.com/articles/CV/campuslife/top-ten-student.html
1. No Major? No Problem!
Your major as an entering college freshman doesn't matter as much as you think it does. In fact, in most cases it doesn't lock you in to anything. If you are unsure of what you want to major in as a freshman, it's OK—most college students will change their major at least once. You can use your freshman year as a time to explore, taking classes in subjects you never thought about studying before to help you hone in on what you want to do with your life. Look at college as an opportunity to expand your knowledge and build upon your interests. 

2. Your Advisor is an Important Resource
Your school will provide you with a catalog of courses offered, the prerequisites and requirements needed for each class and major, and requirements you must satisfy in order to graduate. If you have a question that goes beyond the catalog, or just need a little guidance, go to your advisor—they can help you with any scheduling or course selection questions you may have.

3. The Truth about Textbooks
There are two simple rules to follow when it comes to textbooks: 

1. Don't buy your textbooks too early. 

2. Save money by buying and selling online (or, buy used books at your campus bookstore). 

Many schools claim that you are required to buy all of the textbooks assigned on the syllabus each semester. However, just because it's written on paper doesn't mean that you're actually going to use it enough to get your money's worth. Every student learns differently and every professor teaches differently. If you can, talk to other students who have taken a course to see if you will actually need the textbooks, and then decide if you should purchase them.

Also, if you are a poor college student—aren't college students broke most of the time?—avoid purchasing your textbooks from the campus bookstore. Prices there tend to be on the high side, and when book buy-back time rolls around during exam week, the return on what you originally paid doesn't always lead to a pretty penny. If you can, purchase your books online and sell them back online too; you'll find this to be a win-win situation in the end. 

4. Campus Involvement Builds Lasting Friendships
Your social life is a huge part of the college experience. Getting involved on campus in clubs, organizations, Bible studies, or athletics will help you meet new people and develop lasting friendships. Enjoy yourself and the friends you spend your time with—even if you're not doing anything at all. College is about the people you meet, the experiences you go through, and the memories you make. 

5. Balancing Work and Play Reduces Stress
Balancing an academic schedule, extracurriculars, athletics, perhaps a job, and on top of all that a social life can be extremely demanding. All work and no play is a sure-fire recipe for unhappiness and will catch up to you in the long run. Learn to balance school work by taking the number of classes you feel comfortable taking on. Don't over-involve yourself in activities, and if you have to work a part-time job, only work a few flexible hours per week. Keep in mind that you still need to save time in your schedule for rest, relaxation, and socializing.

6. Your Professors are Not the Enemy 
Talk to your professors: introduce yourself, ask questions, visit during office hours, and make sure they know your name. Be sincere in showing your efforts in the classroom. Your professors will begin to see that you are trying and your efforts will pay off. As a result, they will be more willing to go out of their way to help you, and you may even be able to use them as references later on.

7. Studying Abroad Brings the Classroom to Life
For students studying abroad, living, breathing, eating, and feeling a new culture is definitely an educational experience. Studying abroad allows you to fully immerse yourself in a foreign language, to observe a new culture firsthand, and to experience new music, art, theater, food, and nightlife. Studying in the actual environment brings the classroom to life.

8. Every Campus Has Safety Hazards
Check with your local police to learn about the areas on and off campus that you should avoid. Learning the areas where the most crime takes place and what types of crime are most common in your college town can help to keep you safe. For an added safety measure, store emergency phone numbers in your cell phone and post them beside the phone in your dorm as well. Also, always be sure to carry identification on you. 

9. Internships Increase Your Hiring Power
Do you have an internship? Well, plan on getting one if you don't already have one. Job recruiters love practical experience, so plan on getting some before you graduate and you should be in great shape for your first job. Internships will not only provide you with practical, real-world experience, but you may even be one step ahead of the game and land a job offer from the company you intern for you before you even graduate. 

10. Avoiding Debt is Simple
A simply monthly budget will prevent you from overspending and will make paying the bills much easier. Allow yourself a weekly allowance for entertainment purposes and stick to it. Only use a credit card for emergencies, don't ever use it for entertainment. Sticking to your budget and remembering that little things add up fast will help to keep you debt free. 
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