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As high school counselors we may find ourselves helping our students plan for college. College planning is a difficult process. There are so many schools and careers/majors to choose from, that it is very hard for each student to find what fits them best. The financial aid process is also very difficult to navigate. What’s even more overwhelming is the number of sites that are devoted to the college process. I decided to try to make this experience a little bit easier by researching different sites and finding the best 18 sites offering information dealing with college. These sites put all the information students will need to make an informed decision on college right at their fingertips. As school counselors we are expected to be knowledgeable in all things college. These websites are also beneficial for us. They will help us better understand the college and financial aid process, help our students make informed decisions, and help us answer their or their parents’ questions. 

I used the internet to find the best 18 sites that contain all the information you could possibly need for choosing a college. I found that the majority of these sites were either professional or commercial; however, two of the websites were government sites.  The chart below shows the overall ratings for each of the websites. You will see that many of the sites scored either an eight or above, which means that I found their information to be very valuable. 
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The chart above showed the overall ratings for each of the websites. However, this was not the only rating. When I researched each site, I also looked at the site’s ease of use, the quality of the website’s content, and the value of the external links on each site. All of the sites had a rather high overall rating, but they didn’t score so high in other categories. For instance, at the Class Brain website I found the information very important, but I found it difficult to navigate and their external links weren’t as valuable as those of other sites. Below you will find the site category scores for each of the websites. 
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Once I gathered all of the essential information I organized it into an Internet Address Book and a Research Excerpt document. In the internet address book, you can see all the sites category scores, along with an intended audience. You will find that the majority of the websites contain information that is useful to students, parents, school counselors and educators. The research excerpt document contains important information from each website. 
You will find that the rest of this report contains a list of the eighteen sites, along with a quick summary of the information that can be found on each site. I hope that you find this information helpful. Please feel free to share with your students, their parents and colleagues. For more updated information please visit my website. 
COLLEGE BOARD
College Board is a great resource for high school seniors, parents and counselors. Students and parents can find information regarding important SAT registration deadlines, scholarship searches, major and career profiles, college search, a financial aid calculator and much, much more. School counselors also have access to the same information as the students and parents, but this site also includes information regarding professional development. I would highly recommend this site for graduating seniors, their families and their school counselors. The information on this site is very valuable. 

 FAFSA – FREE APPLICATION FOR STUDENT AID
This site is very important for graduating students and their parents. If you are planning on continuing on to higher education, then you need to fill out the FAFSA form in order to receive any financial aid. School counselors may also need this site to help them answer any questions that their students or parents may have regarding the FAFSA form. 
FINAID! THE SMART STUDENT GUIDE TO FINANCIAL AID
The information on this website is most important for students and their parents. It is here that they can find information regarding financial aid. This site will explain loans, answer questions, allow the student to search for scholarships that meet their interests, and much more. This is a very important site especially for parents because financial aid is quite a complicated subject. 

JOB CORPS
Job Corps is a phenomenal programs offered to graduating seniors. Job Corps will send a student to a trade school or allow the student to get their associate’s degree (2 years of college) for absolutely no cost. On this website parents, students and counselors can find information about the program, who can apply, what trades or majors they offer, campus locations, and details about how the program works.

ANY COLLEGE
AnyCollege.com will assist students in their college search. The student is able to search for colleges that meet their criteria. Do they want to go to a school in Arizona? Would they like to go to a two-year private college where they can play softball? This search will help to narrow down the college search and then will easily help you find information about each college on that list. It also allows the student to request information for a list of colleges by only filling out one form. 
CAREER CRUISING
Career Cruising is a great resource for a student who doesn’t quite know what they want to do in the future. It will help students or anyone else find the right career, explore different career option and plan future education or training. The best part of this site is the test that matches a student’s interests and skills with possible career options.

FAMILY EDUCATION
This website is geared mostly toward parents, but may also be a good resource for students and counselors. Parents find homework tips, SAT information, a grade-by-grade guide and much more. The college planning section offers information regarding financial aid, college admissions, what colleges are looking for, scholarships, etc. 

COLLEGE ANSWER
College Answer is a website provided by SallieMae, who deals with a lot of student loans. This website offers tons of financial information along with information regarding understanding the college requirements, preparing for standardized tests, researching occupations, and getting college advice. 

HOW TO GET IN
This website offers a college search by state or major. Information regarding college application, testing, and preparation can also be found on this website along with financial aid information and scholarships. 
CLASS BRAIN
Class Brain offers many resources to parents such as helping their students succeed in math, how to help their student manage their money, etc. This website also offers some information for students regarding the college process. The articles on college essay preparation tips and tips on writing the admissions essay are valuable tools for any student who is considering higher education. 
THE PRINCETON REVIEW
This website offers tips on beating the test: the SAT, ACT, AP exam and many more. Students can also explore colleges, and careers and majors. This site also offers financial aid information and a scholarship search.
FAST WEB
This website is primarily a scholarship search tool. 

eCAMPUS TOURS
eCampus Tours offers virtual tours of selected colleges and universities. Students can also find help selecting a major and information regarding what they can do with that major.  This website also offers tips for writing a resume, job searches and interview information, along with financial aid resources. 

COLLEGE TOOL KIT
This website offers searches for colleges and scholarships, along with financial aid information. This website also offers a career exploration tool which will help the student narrow down what they are looking for in a job and then match them with careers. Students can also find careers that let them do the activities they like, or simply lets them browse careers to find something that interests them. 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH
This site is all about the college scholarships. It does explain some financial aid terms such as grants, and forgiveness and loan repayment programs. 

PETERSON’S
Peterson’s offers information for finding a school or program, paying for school, preparing for tests, etc. 

COLLEGE VIEW 
College View allows the student or parent to search for a college or university, and then compare that school with other schools. It also provides articles on the admissions interview, preparing and paying for college, etc. 

CAREERS & COLLEGES
Careers & Colleges provides scholarship searches, college exploration, student loans, career schools, and discovering careers and majors. 
